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_ G3 Communications. Proud sponsors of Northern Spirit. Freecall 1300658 989 www.g3c.com.au 
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ROYAL DOULTON ‘ 


PROUD 
SUPPORTERS » 
OF 
i NORTHERN 

SPIRIT 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Receive a 10% discount when you bring a copy of 
this advertisement to the Royal Doulton 
department of your nearest Grace Bros or 
David Jones store. 
(Not valid with any other offer) 


OFFER ENDS 
30 MAY 1999 


"te . 


For more information call (02) 9499 1900 
Royal Doulton Australia Pty Limited ACN 000 078 562 


contact@northernspirit.com.au 


Corporate Partnerships Manager: | 


David Mason @ ul 7 ‘f | ) D D } DF @ 
a | bo | 
Youth Development Officer: u » | A | Li ] 1 
Phil Moss na 


Northern Spirit FC match day 


On face value, last Saturday night's 1-1 draw with 
Gippsland Falcons could be considered disappointing. 
Certainly, we went into the match confident, and 
considering the Falcons' standing in the league, we 


Northern Spirit FC | Were entitled to be firm favourites. 
13-15 Ridge St Also, taking a 1-0 lead into the half-time break 
North Sydney NSW 2060 |. suggests that we should have gone on with the match 


Phone: (02) 9460-2187 


and secured the three points. 
Fax: (02) 9460-2183 


In reality, we found another enthusiastic side 
prepared to run all day against us and while | was 
bitterly disappointed with the way we conceded 
our goal in the second half, | still believe 


E-mail: 


Web site: J 
www.northernspirit.com.au 

President: very important. Y ve 

As | stated in my last column, every / (ey) f 

team pulls out that little bit more | W f 
against us. | can also tell you that i 
logistically, a trip to Gippsland (a 
three hour drive out of Melbourne) is \\ 
not exactly the most pleasant way to 
spend your Easter weekend. 


Kathryn Greiner 


Chairman: 
Remo Nogarotto 


Vice-Chairman: 
Emmanuel Zammit ; 


General Manager: 


Allan Novis : However, we are professional 
Directors: footballers and we are required to master all 
Kerry Chikarovski, M.P. | different types of conditions. 
Peter Rix - | | must admit that | was glued to the ABC match of the 
peaaaleeel | day last Sunday between Adelaide City and Adelaide 
pane Sharks. | also confess to cheering loudly for the Sharks 
Head Coach: when they went up 1-0 late in the match. 
Graham Arnold - The Sharks’ effort to beat their more fancied 
Operations Manager: 4 neighbours shows that not one team can be 


Melissa Down underestimated in this league. Canberra proved that. 

Adelaide City had a lot more to play for than the 
Sharks, who are struggling with financial problems 
that threaten their existence. 


City were only two points behind us and a win could 


Gary Pearse 


Administration Assistant: 
Danielle Kinsey 


Media Director: 


Northern S it ine: | ‘ir 1e 
1902 2 ue (i22 


program produced by: 
Different Class Concepts 
9 Bolta Place Five opti 
Cromer NSW 2099 = Hees 
Phone: (02) 99722332 
Fax: (02) 9984-8093 
E-mail: hollyg@one.net.au 


ns to keep YOU better i 
4. Ericsson Cup results and league stan fils ngs 


that rescuing one point from the trip was Jd G3! 


have seen them draw level - as they already knew our 
result the previous night, which would have given them 
even greater incentive in their local derby. 

It appears that there are now only seven teams 
capable of making the six team semi-final series, with 
South Melbourne, Sydney United and Perth Glory 
seemingly secure. 

Unfortunately, we are still in a precarious 
position. We face the Adelaide Sharks tonight, and 
on their performance last Sunday we are in for 

another tough tussle. 
Olympic, equal with us on 42 points 
face Melbourne Knights, Wollongong 
\_ and Adelaide City in their final three 
\. matches. They, like the Spirit have 
their destiny in their own hands. 
Adelaide City take on Newcastle, 
} Marconi and Olympic and appear 
' to have the toughest draw. Marconi 
/ play Wollongong, Adelaide City and 
y/ the Spirit, while we face the Sharks, 
“Newcastle and Marconi. 
One slip up will prove deadly for the 
Spirit, Adelaide City and Marconi - moreso for the 
latter two, because we still hold a three point 
advantage over the pair. 

In many regards, our season hinges on tonight's 
match. It's three points or bust! 

FOOTNOTE: | would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all our supporters on our final home match of the 
competition. Your support has easily been the season's 
highlight for me. | look forward to seeing you at our 
home semi-final - and let's hope we can break the 
ground record of 18,965 fans who flowed through the 
turnstiles against Sydney Olympic in round one. 


2. General news, injury/suspension updates 
3. Ticket prices and next n natch 1 details 


4. Membership pa ails 
5. “Have your say" line an innovation in Australian 
football 


For away matches, 
ine 11 ite updated 


E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au * Web site: www.northernspirit.com.au 
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MAIN om POWER 


Zane - tod ‘ Icon Ua ie ‘For a new team on the scene we've done well, | ; 
discovery. yer cc : magine eee 

'y snouid nave do i g 3) 
You arrive home. The remote control on your key 
ring turns on the outdoor lights and opens the 
garage door from the comfort of your car. 


x midfielder who could be on 


nis way to Ja or Europe in the off season.” 


This question da unanimous “yes” fron Clayton Zane, ess target You walk inside. The entry, hallway and kitchen lights 
| bbie S ike this switch on. Chosen rooms are already heated, or 
cooled because the air conditioning was 
automatically turned on an hour before you got 
produced paralysis in the eal home. 


e other clubs should put away tl season Your pool pump is on. Your garden watering system 
will soon be activated. 


Keen not to 
In fact, the only thing Oscar hasn't done for you is 
set the table and pour you a drink. 


Using Australian designed technology, Oscar 
provides centralised management of lights and 
accessories in the home through one control panel. 
It is also an effective intruder alarm. 


Ree Oscar’ 
r Home MANAGMENT SYSTEM 


For further information contact 
HPM on 1800 807 000. 
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Arnold said: “Robb 
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Q: Who is 1 


Paul 


best shot-stoppers | h | in my sh 


"I'd have Henderson 
and Lan yn as my 
finds oft eye adel 

Arnold. 

"If it wasn't for those 
two and [ iniel Watkins 
Cunico, 
we ‘d have been in real 
trouble this seas 
| haven't seen a better 
| keeper in this lea 
| than Henderson." 
| Zane = opwee for 
, explaining: "I 
Atied and dldnit 
proved me and a 
totally wrong with his performances.” 


at has been the worst team performance of 


Arnold fea no hesitation with this one - but he 
nominated two games rather than o1 


ibarassing performance, 
ete of our own fans.” 


Qa ee the way and win the Grand Final? 
and enjoy it if we 


"I've told the yee i: 
finish in 
load of expect 

"It a 
season - but we're lo 
who knows?" 

Marusic too, has his d rar 
final you really need to Finish in if Q er two so you 
have that second bite at the cherry," he said. "That 
fact alone will make it very hard for us." 

Slater also tempers his optimism with a liberal dose 
of realism. 

"This probably is not the year for us to do it," he 
admitted. "| don't believe we have done quite enough 
this year to justify it, but who can say what will 
happen in the finals?” 
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Ericsson Cup fixtures 


The run home to the semi’s 


NOTE: HOME SIDE SHOWN FIRST 


Round 28 

Fri Aprilg Northern Spirit v Adelaide Sharks 
Sat April1o Brisbane v Gippsland 

Sun Aprilaa Carltonv Perth 

Sun April11 Wollongong v Marconi 

Sun April11 Adelaide City v Newcastle 

Sun Aprilia Sydney United v South Melbourne Sun April25 Canberra v Gippsland 

Sun Aprila1 Melb. Knights v Sydney Olympic Sun April 25 Melbourne Knights v Carlton 
BYE Canberra BYE South Melbourne 

Round 29 

Fri April16 Newcastle v Northern Spirit 

Sat April17 Marconi v Adelaide City 

Sun April18 South Melbourne v Canberra 
Sun April18 Gippsland v Sydney United 

Sun April18 Adelaide Sharks v Brisbane 

Sun April18 Sydney Olympic v Wollongong 
Sun April18 Perth Glory v Melbourne Knights 
BYE Carlton 


Round 30 

Sun April25 Wollongong v Perth Glory 

Sun April 25 Adelaide City v Sydney Olympic 
Sun April25 Marconi v Northern Spirit 

Sun April25 Brisbane v Newcastle 

Sun April25 Sydney United v Adelaide Sharks 
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WEEK 1 WEEK2 WEEK 3 WEEK 4 WEEK 5 
Week ending May2 WeekendingMay9 WeekendingMay16 Week ending May 23 + Week ending May 30 


ist Leg - Match A1 2nd Leg - Match A2 


MAJOR SEMI FINAL MAJOR SEMI FINAL 


Match F 
GRAND FINAL 


ist place v 2nd place 


Match E Winner ‘A1-2” 
ist Leg - Match B1 2nd Leg - Match B2 eee NAL Vv 
ELIMINATION FINAL — ELIMINATION FINAL Match D Loser ‘A1-2’ Winner ‘E” 


MINOR SEMI FINAL 


7 
Winner ‘D’ 


Winner ‘B1-2’ 
Vv 
Winner ‘C1-2’ 


ist Leg - Match C1 


2nd Leg - Match C2 
ELIMINATION FINAL 


ELIMINATION FINAL 


Loser eliminated Loser eliminated 


A time for 
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Tonights opponents, the Adelaide Sharks, 
certainly boast a proud past, highlighted by a 
national league championship in 1978. 

But what does the future hold for one of the 
founding members of the NSL, formerly known as 
West Adelaide? penetrating Melbourne’s untapped soccer market - 

Sadly, based on what we have seen this season, + the impending arrival of Auckland Kings, and even 
the horizon is clouded with uncertainty. « the relative success of the newly-privatised 

When it comes to the bottom line, tradition counts : Wollongong Wolves, are good examples. This is the 
for little. And these days, the Sharks bottom way forward for the Ericsson Cup. 
line makes sobering reading indeed. Unfortunately, there are no examples 

A bitter, sometimes farcical, yet of one of the traditional clubs being 
takeover by businessman Con able to follow the lead. 

Makris at the start of the season Sydney Olympic are now 
ended a fortnight ago with his privately-owned and have huge 
departure in virtually identical potential, but have been unable to 
circumstances. widen their audience. The same 

The outspoken and applies to South Melbourne, 
controversial Makris, who bought Marconi-Fairfrield and Adelaide City 
51 per cent of the club, never got - three clubs who have historically 
on with the traditional owners, dominated the domestic game. 
who retained 49 per cent of the There are now genuine doubts about 
stakeholding, whether old clubs can ever be 

That mutual distrust soon developed into é transformed, no matter how enthusiastically 
mutual loathing. With the club staggering from one * they may endorse the need for change. 
crisis to the other, it was better for all concerned that - It is exactly this dilemma which is confronting the 
there was a parting of the ways. + Sharks, and they have the benefit of belonging to 

Makris, who has voluntarily relinquished his * perhaps the only soccer-mad city in the country, Walk 
shareholding, claimed he spent $600,000 on * down Rundle Mall and count the playing strips to see 
propping up the team during the first six months of * what! mean. 
the season, There was talk that last week’s local derby at 

But then he cut off the funds, and the players went * Hindmarsh Stadium may well have signalled the end 
up to eight weeks without being paid until, somewhat » of an era. Adelaide City coach Zoran Matic remains 
inevitably, the administrators arrived to sort out the = typically defiant, claiming his club had both the 
mess three weeks ago. resources and the goodwill to make the transition, 

The club is now on shaky financial ground, its * which is now accepted by the Zebras as essential to 
short-term viability dependent on the response from ~ their survival. 
the traditional supporters - in this case the Greek Whether the Sharks are in the same boat remains 
community. debatable. Two new consortiums, one of which has 

But even if the Sharks are somehow able to = gone public under the banner of Adelaide United, 
stagger into next season, the question remains - are * want in. They make no attempt to disguise their 
they worth saving? desire to emulate the success of the Spirit. 

Like all those Ericsson Cup clubs still reliant on The fact is, the momentum for change if 
ethnic support, the challenge for the Sharks is to © irreversible. The only issue is who is going to he left 
change their ways. And even if they were to opt to : behind. 
take a different course, to embrace a wider audience, * Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for The Sydney Morning 
is it too late? Herald and a commentator for C7 Sports. 


What Northern Spirit and Perth Glory have proven 
- conclusively - is that the future belongs to clubs with 
a broad outlook, and the means to achieve their goals. 
The evolution of Carlton - who next season will be 
under a new ownership structure intent on 
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Sexy balls. 
Sexy soccer 


Sexy, yes! 
But it’s what’s on 
the inside that counts!! 


———$N 
LAVTEx 


PERFORMANCE 
— 


Only MITRE’S BALANCED backing system provides 
unmatched CONTROL and ACCURACY. 


Only LATEX bladders provide TOTAL 
ball PERFORMANCE and POWER 


The official ball supplier to: 


See 
b>) 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS OUTLET. 
Australian Distributors: Australia’s Power Brands Pty Ltd, 
° PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW 1445. 
Telephone: (02) 9669 5800. Fax: (02) 9669 5933. 


STAR SPOT 


NORTH SYDNEY @&y 


Ciotto 


Italian Sports Design 


LEAGUES ‘ 


«2 the place to bel 


Now when you became a member of 
NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB, 
you also become a member of THE NEW 
SEAGULLS CLUB at West Tweed Heads! 


BECOME A MEMBER OF BOTH 
CLUBS NOW FOR ONLY $10 


eTOP ENTERTAINMENT eMEMBERS’ DISCOUNTS 
eRESTAURANTS ePOKIE PROMOTIONS 
SPORTING FACILITIES eBARS AND MORE 


OFFICIAL 


SOCCER-BOOT 
SPONSOR 


OF THE 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB 
12 Abbott Street, Cammeray 
PHONE: (02) 9466 8888 


THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 
Gollan Dr, West Tweed Heads 
PHONE: (07) 5536 3433 


CLAYTON 


Nickname: 
Clakka 


Position: 
Striker 


Height: 
189cm 
Weight: 
89kg 

Date of Birth: 
12-07-77 


Place of Birth: 
Newcastle 


eos 


Previous clubs: 
Newcastle Breakers, Adamstown Rosebuds 


Recruited from: 
Newcastle Breakers 


Representative honours: 
Australian U/20 and Australian U/23 


Biggest influence on career: 
My parents and John Kosmina 


Biggest disappointment: 
Missing the U/20 team for the 
World Cup in Malayasia. 


— Use 3. . a 
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Favourite overseas club: 
Liverpool 


Favourite player: 
Romario 


Personal motivation: 
Scoring goals 


Words of advice: 
Believe in yourself 


Pet football hate: 
Losing 


Football superstitions: 
None 


Favourite football memory: 
Scoring against Brazil 


Ambition in football: 
To play for Australia and make a career out 
of the sport. 


Favourite food: 
Chicken, pasta 


Favourite drink: 
Lemon, lime and bitters. 


Favourite TV show: 
Seinfeld 


Favourite movie: 
Casino 


Favourite music: 
Hoodoo Gurus 


Four dream guests at a dinner party: 
Jerry Seinfeld, Julia Roberts, Robert De 
Niro and Naomi Campbell. 


Ps 
| 


ANVZ NOLAWT] 


Autograph:, 


Communications. 
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Increase 
productivity 
and profitability = 


business with 
Incredible value find it an Incredible PC too. 
PC packages 


4 George Place, Artarmon, 
NSW 2064. 
Tel (02) 9427 8444, 
Fax (02) 9418 3399. 


International ¢ Courier Specialists 


Vehicle Tracking * Pod’s 
Internet Bookings ¢ Pre Paid Satchels 
Vans ° Pushbikes * Motorbikes ¢ Trucks 


SERVICE BEYOND 
_ YOUR EXPECTATIONS 
- CONSISTENTLY 


SNAP EXP 
EA 


| A DIVISION OF SNAP. EMERGENCY couRtERs Pry LTD 


ffice 


om SALES & RENTAL 


The Incredible PC. 
Built by Incredible 
Home: Office Sales 
= and Rental to satisfy 


the home computer 


for your home _ user. With packages that offer incredible 


value and backed by Incredible Home Office 


Sales and Rental’s service and reliability, you'll 


INCREDIBLE 


| TURBINE ADV - 0414620989 
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ERICSSON CUP TABLE - ROUND 25 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 (Graham Arnold 43min) 


drew with Gippsland Falcons 1 (WHastie) at Sydney United 24 145 3 6 «45 31 48 

Mobil Park, Gippsland, Crowd: 1,500. Pe th Gle Smt sSassaSsaSeSsers=-sasSS5 P =i 
Marconi-Fairfield 2 (F Awaritefe 68min, K De ON compere cei cal aug tame pn 
Trajanovski 8omin) defeated Melbourne Knights Sydney Olympic == 25 12 6 7 43 34 42 
o at Marconi Stadium. Crowd: N/A. NORTHERN SPIRIT 25 13 3 9 33 32 42 

South Melbourne 3(G Lozanovski 37min, Adelaide City me ee 25 g 4 “6 i "g = 37° 25 a "39° e 
MCurcija 45min, V Coveny 79min) defeated = === = ener ee cis pn Soe Slee eae 
Brisbane Strikers o at Bob Jane Stadium, Marconi Fairfield _ rere ors ree AS. 45 _ 39 
Melbourne. Crowd: 8,892. Brisbane Strikers 25 10 5 10 36 42 35 _ 
Adelaide Sharks 1 (A Duric 81min) defeated Newcastle Breakers* 24.9 6 9 23 29 33 

Adelaide City o at Hindmarsh Stadium, Cariton coment wars 56 - 9 - "4 - rn mo a. ry = 
Adelaide. Crowd: 3,982, we eee Fee ee Se Ee 
Sydney Olympic 3 (C Calantzis 19min, 48min, N Wollongong Wolves* 24 8 6 10 37 39 30 
Carle 81min) defeated Carlton 2 (D Cervinski Adelaide Sharks 25 7 6 12 33 39 27 

ae Moriera 37min) at Belmore Sports Melbourne Knights 25 6 5 Mh 27 38 23 
Sydney United 4 (N Day 4min, 39min, V Gippsland Falcons was BOs tail ararsh rete ar 
Kupresac 52min, A Moric gomin) defeated CanberraCosmos 25 4 2 19 20 51 14 — 
Canberra 1 (A Magnacca 65min). Crowd: 2,111. NB: Newcastle v Wollongong played Wednesday night 


Newcastle v Wollongong played Wed night. 


E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au ® Web site: www.northernspirit.com.au 
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1,JOHN PEROSH 
The Westfield Foundation is proud to support 
the Northern Spirit in tonight’s match against the Adelaide Sharks. 


The Westfield Foundation 


S.MARKRUDAN 
6.LUKE CASSERLY 


Westfield ats | : ; Hl 1 feted, | | |r-KRESIMIR MARUSIC 


8. ROBBIE SLATER 
9: GRAHAM ARNOLD 


10. GABRIEL MENDEZ 


| SYDNEY SHOWROOMS Tilecraft Ceramics offers a comprehensive range of 


| & Campbelltown: (02) 4627 1844 exclusive ceramic tiles from around the world. 
| Collaroy: 9971 6324 


¢ Drummoyne: 9719 8011 Wall and floor tiles, terracotta, porcelain, 
# Maroubra: 9344 7022 exclusive hand painted borders and feature tiles 
# Northbridge: 99586707 come together under one roof, together with an 


¥ Rarvamasta:: 2683'6086 unparalleled range of tools, adhesives and sealers. 
# Penrith: (02) 4721 0622 


# Punchbowl: 9759 6144 Tilecraft’s Highly trained showroom staff can 
even Rai EES) Soe assist you in colour co-ordination, product 
# Tunramurra: 99883655 knowledge and technical and fixing advice. 


LIVERPOOL 
OPENING EARLY 1999! 


e Best! 
| REGIONAL SHOWROOMS Expect th 


| ¢ Canberra: (02) 6280 6080 
| ® Central Coast: (02) 4365 1948 
% Maitland: (02) 4934 5833 


# Orange: (02) 6361 9366 


| Wollongong: (02) 4225 9144 
| COMMERCIAL DIVISION 


@ Lid be: 9737 9300 
idcombe: 9 : E-mail: marketing@tilecraft.com.au  www.tilecraft.com.au 


We're behind our 
future Champions 


as much as VOU are. 


7 COLTS KEEN TO COMPETE 
WITH YOUTH SOUAD 


hen former English international and Northern : 
Spirit first grade star lan Crook took over the 


Colts side midway through the season, he set 
about trying to lift the confidence of a side that had 
been battered by players two years their senior. 

The club’s decision to select a very young colts side 
for the National Youth League Northern Division was 
always going to make it tough for the young players in 
the colts side. 

How tough was only discovered as players two years 
their senior and first graders in youth league 
continually got on top. 

Now, with an injection of confidence from the 
likeable Englishman, the colts side has moved up the 
ladder to be the second highest colts side in the 
National Youth League. 

"When | took them over, they were down in 
confidence," Crook said. "In the last four or five 
weeks they have improved out of sight and they are 
starting to play the type of football their potential 
shows they can. 


"It is always hard playing against boys older than 
you, but the colts team is getting there and | think the 
club’s decision to pick a very young colts side is 
starting to pay dividends. 

"Our recent win over the Marconi colts lifted us to 
second amongst the colts sides and that to me is an 
indication that the future is looking good. 

"Many of the guys are young enough to go around 
again in the youth league and if the bulk are selected it 
will stand them in good stead for next year and keep 
the progression going towards the first team. 

"For kids this age | think it is more important that 
they develop as footballers and | have seen a 
tremendous development in the last month or so. To 
me, that is very satisfying and shows that we are on the 
right track with our kids. 

"| think it is hard to single out kids who will make it 
and kids who won’t make it because at this age there 
are so many things that can happen and things change. 
| will say this, if they keep progressing as they have 
been, the future of the club is in good hands." 


SEMI FINALS SERIES 
INSPIRES YOUTH SOUAD 


started the season with two goals - to make the 
semi-finals in the club’s first year and to foster talent 
for Graham Arnold to use in the first grade squad. 

He’s achieved one goal and the second is looming on the 
horizon. 

The Spirit's Youth League side is currently sitting in 
equal third place on the National Youth League Northern 
Division table. 

A combination of talented youngsters and some hungry 
first team players desperate to earn a recall to the senior 
Squad has seen the youth team register some very 
impressive results in its first year. 

Starting from scratch, Van Egmond, has moulded the side 
into one that the Spirit could be proud, as Gary certainly is. 

“At the start of the year | sat down and thought about 
what we were trying to set out to do," Van Egmond said. 
"The first thing which sprung to mind was to have a 
successful side. 

"Starting from scratch was always going to tough and | 
thought that if we could make the semi-finals it would be a 
good year. We're not there yet but we are looking good. 

"Secondly, | thought it was the responsibility of myself 
and my coaching staff to provide Graham Arnold with 
players capable of playing first grade. We have managed 
that so at this stage you could say I’m pretty happy." 


N orthern Spirit Youth League coach Gary Van Egmond 


The youngsters Van Egmond talks about as first team 
quality are a mix of names Northern Spirit fans have heard 
and others that they have'nt. But they will soon. 

Adam Snyder was thrust into first grade on two 
occasions when injuries hit hard and sat on the bench, 
playing both times for games against Canberra and 
Newcastle. 

Jack Sobczyk is another player who has graced the first 
grade side and who could forget his debut when Sydney 
United came to North Sydney Oval and in front of almost 
18,000 the two sides treated the fans to a wonderful game 
of football. 

Sobczyk, despite playing away from his usual position at 
stopper, stood tall in the midfield and almost made a real 
name for himself when a rocket of a right foot shot 
smashed into the upright with the United keeper well and 
truly beaten, 

"Jack and Adam both proved they were capable of 
playing first grade and that was satisfying," Van Egmond 
said, “Ther’es three other boys who have stood out for us 
and | believe they have a future with the club. 

“Antonio Faria, a left sided wide player, Adam Griffiths, a 
central midfielder and Elvis Olic who plays sweeper are all 
talented players as well and | think the Spirit fans will see 
more of them in the future. 
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Shay Preview. with mii COCKERILL 


@eecosececsesccosescccsce 


The pressure never relents, does it? 

Northern Spirit player/coach Graham Arnold 
had high hopes that the quest to qualify for the 
finals would have been decided by now. And it 
could have been. 

But a combination of the Spirit's own frailties 
and unfavourable results elsewhere in the 
league has kept the champagne on ice. Even a 
victory over the Adelaide Sharks tonight 
guarantees nothing, although it will go a long 
way towards calming the frayed nerves in the 
Spirit camp. That's how tight it's become. 

All the Spirit can do is concentrate on one 
game at atime. A hackneyed cliche, but in these 
circumstances never more relevant. With three 
matches remaining, the focus has narrowed. 

Indeed it may not be until the final round of 
the season, when the Spirit travel west to 
Bossley Park to meet local rivals Marconi- 
Fairfield, that the issue is settled. It is, after all, 
the Stallions who are denying Arnold a good 
night's sleep. His good mate Frank Farina is 
doing his best to sustain a late charge. 

By contrast, tonight's opponents fell by the 
wayside a long time ago. But that does not make 


victory over Adelaide City was a huge boost, and 
coach Adrian Santrac has the luxury of finally 
being able to select a settled team. 

Big striker Alex Djuric has been leading by 
example, while midfielder Richie Alagich is 
playing some of the best football of his career. 


As is the case with many of the other sides out 
of the running, the Sharks are savouring the 
chance to be nuisance value. 

Things might have been more comfortable for 
: the Spirit if they had hung on to their lead in 
; Morwell last weekend. But the Gippsland 
: Falcons proved once again that on home turf 
: they are difficult customers, and many feel they 
: deserved their equaliser - converted with some 
: style by skipper Willie Hastie. 

+ Arnold, understandably, was disappointed 
: with yet another missed opportunity. Who'd be 


* a coach? 

But if the points table does not provide 
: incentive enough for the Spirit players, then 
* perhaps the prospect of a final appearance of 
the season at North Sydney should. 

Unless the team makes the play-offs, this will 
be the swansong before the massed ranks of 
Spirit Point. That scenario is not worth 
contemplating. It's all about pressure, and how 
: to deal with it. Not only is there pressure to win 
: tonight, but in the back of Arnold's mind is the 
: need to improve the team's goal difference, 
: which at the moment is only plus one. 

Unless the Spirit can score a few more goals, 
: then Marconi could yet edge them out with 
: victory in the final round. And after so much 
: hard work, that would be a bitter pill indeed. 

*Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for The Sydney Morning 

Herald and a commentator for C7 Sports. 


the Sharks easy pickings. Last weekend's derby * 
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SPIRIT SQUAD 


ohn PEROSH 

Eddy BOSNAR 

lan CROOK 

Mark RUDAN 

Luke CASSERLY 
Kresimir MARUSIC 
Robbie SLATER 
Graham ARNOLD 
Gabriel MENDEZ 
Troy CRANNEY 
ames STUBBS-MILLS 
Philip MOSS 

Tony PERINICH 
Paul FOSTER 
Daniel WATKINS 
Paul BILOKAPIC 
Paul WEARNE 
Clayton ZANE 
Michael CUNICO 
Paul HENDERSON 
Matthew LANGDON 
Robert ENES 
Adam SNYDER 

ack SOBZYCK 
Matthew BINGLEY 
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SHARKS’ SQUAD 


David MILLER 
Richie ALAGISH 

Alex CASTRO 

Alex KUZMANOVIC 

Paul SOURIS 

Con KOKKINOPLITIS 


Corey ARTONE 
Branko MILOSEVIC 


Hamilton THORP 
Derek POIMER 


Alex DURIC 


Frank TIBALDI 


Paul PEZOS — 
Joel PORTER — 
Adrian IANDIORIO 


Danny VIDAKOVIC | 


Aaron WESTERVELT 
NATHAN WILDY 
Elias DEMOURTZIDIS 
John GIBSON 

Bill MISALIDIS 


ADELAIDE SHARKS 


1. David Miller: Veteran keeper, now in his second 
stint with the club after a successful spell at Melbourne 
Knights. Been in and out of the side, and recently 
deposed by youngster Nathan Wildy, 

2. Richie Alagich: Rose to fame with a goal on his 
debut for the Young Socceroos against Brazil In 
Fremantle six years ago, and since then been one of the 
Sharks most versatile performers, Now cemented in 
central midfield, and seems more prepared not only to 
get forward, but also to shoot from long-range. 


3. Alex Castro: Canberra junior who left the Cosmos a 
few seasons ago, and has had mixed success with the 
Sharks. Last season was probably one he would wish 
to forget, but this campaign he has been back to his 
best. Strong runner who can play on either flank. 


4. Alex Kuzmanovic: Sweeper or stopper, the 
Yugoslav import first came to Australia to join South 
Melbourne, where his initial success was marred by 
problems with referees. Exhibiting a cooler head these 
days. Good positioning and strong in the tackle, but 
sometimes exposed for pace. 


5. Paul Souris: Underrated utility, who can play in 
defence or midfield. Had spells with Parramatta Eagles 
and Marconi-Fairfield before joining the Sharks. 
Disciplined, quick, and good reader of the game. 


6. Con Kokkinoplitis: Experienced marker who has 
been troubled by injury this season. Makes up for his 
small physique with his determination. A club stalwart. 


7. Corey Artone: Skilful playmaker who has begun to 
demonstrate his potential. Lovely skills, good vision 
and blessed with a strong shot, as he proved in 
Brisbane earlier this season. 


8. Branko Milosevic: Croatian born-and-raised former 
Socceroo, who has proved to be one of the best imports 
to play in the NSL. Now in the veteran class and slowing 
down with age, but quick feet and sharp turn still gets 
him away from most opponents. Can play in midfield or 
at sweeper. At his best running at defenders. 

g. Hamilton Thorp: Rugged utility who can play either 
centre-half or centre-forward. Big and strong, deadly in 
the air. Raised in Darwin, now in his second spell with 
the Sharks after spending last season in England with 
Portsmouth. Has had problems with referees since 


MICHAEL COCKERILL’S PLAYER PROFILES 


returning home, 

11, Alex Djuric: Former Bosnian refugee, who came to 
Australia a few years ago and joined South Melbourne, 
Had an ill-fated spell as a defender before moving back 
lo his favoured role In attack, Ble and strong, but 
blessed with a soft touch, Lovely left foot, 

13, Paul Pezos: Promising young defender, who has 
been used Ina wide role and in midfield but looks most 
comfortable at the back. A big future, 

14. Joel Porter; Recruited this season from the South 
Australian state league, where he scored plenty of 
goals. Has had problems with injury, but managed to 
score a few important goals nonetheless. Improving 
with each game 

15. George Tsonis: Teenage midfielder drafted into 
the squad because of recent problems with injury and 
suspension. 

16. Adrian landiorio: Former Adelaide City junior who 
crossed town last year but has yet to cement a spot. 
Can play either in attack or midfield, but needs to get 
stronger on the ball. 


17. Peter Mihalopoulos: Young striker who impressed 
on debut recently in Wollongong. Plenty of pace. 


19. Aaron Westervelt: Former AIS player who is in his 
second season at the club, and only just starting to 
make his presence felt. Used mostly in a deep-lying 
midfield role. 


20. Nathan Wildy: Promising goalkeeper who was 
unlucky to miss out on the squad for the World Youth 
Championships in Nigeria. Good shot-stopper, but 
needs to improve his timing and positioning. 

21. Elias Demourtzidis: Currently sharing duties 
between the club and the AIS. Teenage striker who has 
overcome a dreadful injury early in the season, when 
he fractured his cheekbone in a clash with Newcastle 
keeper Bob Catlin. 

23. John Gibson: Vastly experienced midfielder, 
joined the Sharks this season after spells with 
Blacktown City, Leichhardt Tigers, Marconi-Fairfield 
and Sydney United. Huge workrate, loves to get 
forward and score goals. Recently out with injury, and 
has been missed. 


